How The Tunnel and
Reservoir Plan Works

Water Reclamation Plants
clean and recover resources
from wastewater. Cleaned water
is released to the river.
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Local Combined Sewers run
beneath neighborhood
streets and carry both
stormwater and sanitary
sewage. Originally designed
to flow directly into rivers,
they are now “intercepted”
by MWRD intercepting
sewers. In heavy rains, these
sewers can overflow
combined stormwater and
sewage to the river.




